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 Recommendations on regional ESA for Baltic 
Sea Region / European marine areas
◦ Use of marine waters analysis
◦ Cost of degradation analysis
◦ Applying ecosystem services approach



 (1) human activities to be included 
◦ Revised MSFD Annex III as the basis 
◦ Relevance of the activity to the sea region: (i) creates significant pressure to, 

(ii) derives significant benefits from the use of, and/or (iii) are dependent on 
the state of the marine environment. 

◦ The scope to wholly marine-based vs. Including land based activities
◦ Data availability and future relevance. 

 (2) indicators used for measuring the economic 
contribution from the use of marine waters
◦ Use monetary (e.g. gross value added, consumer surplus) and social (e.g. 

employment) indicators
◦ Complement with other quantitative indic. (e.g. number/amount of activity)
◦ Use economic valuation studies to capture the value of marine and coastal 

recreation, or use statistics on expenditures for marine and coastal leisure 
trips to better reflect the contribution from recreation. 

◦ Development of national/regional indicators for measuring the value of 
ecosystem services is necessary for a wider use of the ecosystem services 
approach in the use of marine waters analysis. 



 (3) data sources and collection
◦ Comparable and harmonized data for regional-level analyses. 
◦ International data sources, when available, provide often 

comparable information, including EUROSTAT, industry 
associations (e.g. STECF) and fit-for-purpose regional studies. 

◦ The results should be validated and supplemented through 
consultation with coastal countries. 

◦ An additional relevant data source is to collect comparable 
national data directly from the coastal countries. 

◦ Combination of these approaches would yield the most 
comprehensive results. 

 (4) limitations and uncertainties in the assessment.
◦ To be transparent and report on the limitations and uncertainties, 
◦ To evaluate the suitability of the analyses and results for regional 

and national assessments and 
◦ To identify development areas. 



 1) Work across countries and statistical organisations
to harmonise data and terminology 

 2) Improve available statistical data on economic and 
social indicators 

 3) Disaggregate national statistics between sea regions 
 4) Differentiate between inland/freshwater and marine 

activities, and land-based and marine activities 
 5) Encourage all sea region countries to report the data 
 6) Utilise the existing environmental economic 

accounts (incl. water and ecosystem services accounts)



 (1) environmental assessments for identifying 
degradation of the marine environment (when 
GES is not achieved)
◦ Cost of degradation analysis should build on the status 

assessment or assessment of the state of ecosystem 
services and not be separate from them. 

 (2) environmental scenarios for valuation
◦ Cost of degradation analysis requires a clear definition 

of the target state (GES) and the baseline state (current 
or business-as-usual). 

◦ Inform clearly, when the change in state in the scenarios 
in the valuation studies differs from what is defined for 
the regional assessment of GES and baseline.



 (3) valuation approaches
◦ Stated or revealed preference studies are recommended, as many 

of the welfare impacts cannot be based on market information, 
◦ The cost-based approach does not correctly capture the benefits 

of environmental improvements.
◦

 (4) relevant data sources
◦ Using existing valuation studies – clearly inform the principles of 

choosing the studiesc, in consultation with national ESA experts. 
◦ Prefer international studies, covering several coastal countries
◦ New studies should be conducted to fill in the information gaps.
◦

 (5) uncertainties and limitation.
◦ To be transparent and report on the limitations and uncertainties, 
◦ To evaluate the suitability of the analysis and results for regional 

and national assessments
◦ To identify development areas. 



 1) Focus on the thematic and/or ecosystem 
services approach 

 2) Conduct new fit-for-purpose studies 
 3) Consider using the benefit transfer 

approach to arrive at regional estimates 
 4) Consider quantitative or qualitative

assessments



 1) Assessing the links between activities and 
ecosystem services 

 2) Developing the ecosystem services 
accounting for marine ecosystems 

 3) Additional studies on cost of degradation 
using the ecosystem services approach 



 1) Exchange of information
◦ across coastal countries region, across Regional Sea Conventions 

and at the European level (e.g. WG POMESA). 
◦ opportunity for exchanging experiences, learning and improving 

the efficiency of the work. 
◦ involvement of the coastal countries in the marine region, provide 

useful information and enhance the acceptance and 
understanding of the regional analysis. 

 2) Integrated assessment
◦ To relate the socio-economic analyses to the integrated 

assessment of the marine environment by accounting for linkages 
between activities, pressures, state of the marine environment and 
impact on human welfare. 

◦ To establish a connection between the use of marine waters and 
cost of degradation analyses together and be useful for 
environmental policy making.



 Discussion
 Questions
 Concernes

 Needs
 Additional recommendations



 Thank you!
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